LONG & FOSTER 


REAL ESTATE 


CHRISTIE’S 


INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


THE 


| baltimoresun.com) | baltimoresun.com )) 


Advertisement 


LONG & FOSTER 


Buying or selling? Trust the Market Leader. 
Find your agent at LongandFoster.com 


Mortgage | Settlement Services | Insurance | Property Management | Vacation Rentals | Relocation | New Home Sales and Marketing 


BIMORE 


| Haforming more than 1 million Maryland readers weekly in print and online 


SATURDAY 


Price $2. Our 180th year, No. 357 


They wish you a smooth journey 


3 
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Musicians of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra perform a free holiday concert in Penn Station’s lobby. The concert in- 
cluded Christmas carols as well as pieces from J.S. Bach and selections from Handel’s ‘Messiah.” 


Prisons make sure inmates 
get a taste of their religion 


State offers various services 
for the 16,000 who follow 
a faith behind bars 


By JESSICA ANDERSON 
The Baltimore Sun 


Red crepe paper garlands and half a 
dozen poinsettias broke up the blank white 
walls and heavy barred windows of the 
West Dining Room. The inmate choir, with 
a guitarist and two keyboard players, 
performed. A state chaplain gave the 
benediction and a prayer as correctional 
officers stood guard and about 75 men in 
denim blue uniforms bowed their heads. 

The early Christmas service at the 
Dorsey Run Correctional Facility in Jessup 
is one of many holiday celebrations held in 
each of the state’s 24 prison facilities, 
which serve roughly 16,000 inmates who 
practice a religion behind bars. 

Besides the widely celebrated Christmas 
and Hanukkah holidays, the prison system 
also makes accommodations for inmates 
who practice one of about 30 other 
religions, including nine branches of Islam 
and two dozen Christian denominations. 
The busy season for prison chaplains also 
includes the Yule celebration for Odinists 
and the Native American winter solstice 
ceremony this month. January observ- 
ances include the Moorish Science Temple 
prophet’s birthday, the Moorish New Year, 
and the Rastafarian Ethiopian Christmas. 

“Its quite a task for chaplains,” said 


Charles Law, acting director of religious 
services for the Maryland Department of 
Public Safety and Correctional Services. 
He has been a chaplain with the state since 
1995. 

A federal law requires prisons to provide 
inmates the ability to worship. Each prison 
has at least one chaplain; together the 
chaplains oversee 93 religious observances 
throughout the year. 

When an inmate enters a facility, he or 


KIM HAIRSTON/BALTIMORE SUN 
Greg Kame, associate pastor at Jessup Baptist Church, speaks with inmates before 
offering prayers during a Christmas worship service at Dorsey Run Correctional Facility. 


she can indicate a religious preference. 
Nearly 90 percent do. The largest groups in 
the system are Protestant Nondenomina- 
tional Christian with about 3,000 inmates, 
Islamic Sunnis with 2,799, the Nation of 
Islam, Farrakhan sect with 934, and Roman 
Catholic with 785, according to data 
provided by the prison system. Prison 
worshippers also include Buddhists, Hin- 
dus, Jehovah’s Witnesses, pagans and 
See RELIGION, page 12 
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OFFICERS SICKENED: Three Baltimore 
County police officers were treated and re- 
leased from the hospital after they were 
exposed to fentanyl seized during a traffic stop, 
in which two people were arrested, prompting 
the evacuation of the Woodlawn precinct 
Thursday night. NEWS PG 2 
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NATION & WORLD 


NORTH KOREAN SANCTIONS LEVELED: 
The United Nations Security Council, voting 
unanimously, adopted tough new sanctions on 
North Korea on Friday in response to its latest 
launch of a ballistic missile that Pyongyang 
insists is capable of reaching anywhere on the 
U.S. mainland. NEWS PG 8 
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Trump 


Signs, 
cheers 
tax bill 


President says that 
‘numbers will speak 
for themselves’ 


From wire services 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump signed the $15 trillion tax overhaul 
into law Friday, using his last moments in 
the White House before flying to Florida for 
the holidays to celebrate a much-needed 
political victory. 

He also signed a temporary spending bill 
to keep the government running and 
provide money to upgrade the nation’s 
missile defenses. The tax cut, which 
fulfilled a long-held Republican goal, was at 
the forefront of Trump’s mind. 

Starting next year, the new law will give 
big cuts to corpora- 
tions and wealthy 


Americans and ° 

more modest re- Inside 
ductions to other Homeowners 
families. Trump weigh paying 
continued to pitch taxes early 
it as a win for the NEWS PG 2 


middle class, insist- 

ing that even 

though polling indicates the tax cut is 
unpopular, “the numbers will speak” for 
themselves. 

“I don’t think we are going to have to do 
much selling” Trump told reporters in the 
Oval Office. 

The tax law is the largest since 1986, but 
far from the biggest in American history, as 
the president repeatedly claims. It also is 
projected to add to the nation’s debt, which 
was anathema to Republicans for years. 

Passage of the tax bill marked a signifi- 
See TRUMP, page 12 


Sinclair shares 
largesse with 
bonuses for 
employees 


By MEREDITH COHN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Just as President Donald J. Trump 
signed the Republican tax overhaul into law 
Friday, Sinclair Broadcast Group joined a 
swelling wave of prominent companies in 
announcing that it would share the largesse 
ofthe corporate tax cuts with its employees. 

The Hunt Valley-based broadcasting 
giant said it would give $1,000 bonuses to 
9,000 full- and part-time employees nation- 
wide, most but not all of its workers. 

The law, which passed the House and 
Senate earlier this week in party-line votes, 
slashes the corporate tax rate and reduces 
taxes for individuals until 2026. 

“We are grateful to our president and 
legislature for passing the landmark Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act and are excited about the 
benefits it will provide for our country’s 
economy, our company, and our employ- 
ees,” Chris Ripley, Sinclair’s president & 
CEO, said in a statement. “We recognize 
that our employees are our most valuable 
resource, truly appreciate their combined 
achievements for our company and look 
See SINCLAIR, page 12 
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